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To be Continued TUESDAYS and Fripars, 





Que GRATIA -— 





—— Fuit Vivis 


—— EADEM fequitur TELLURE REPOsTOs ---- 


Virg. 


Nor with our Lives, our fav'rite Paffions end, 
But to the Realms below, with us, defcend. 





TuESDAY, MARCH 24. 1735. 








® 1 E following Letter came to.m 

'ands (inclos’d in one to myfelf 

in fo extra-ratural a Way, that 
my Readers would fcarce believe 
_ me, were I to relate the Circum- 
e itances of its Conveyance ; for 
@ which Reafon F fhall fay nothing 
of it, but content myfelf with 





Aifcharzine the Truft repofed in me, by publifhing it 


in this Day’s Paper. 


To the Author of the Serio-Comica-Farcical-Elyfian- 
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Entertainment of Mackheath in the Shades. 


S1R, 


T HE, Applaufe and univerfally kind Reception 

my once darling Beggars Opera met with, 
from the Inhabitants of your Ifland, filled me 
with extraordinary Prefumption, that my Exit from 
your Regions of Light, would be a fure Path 
to the Enjoyment of the unfading Pleafures al- 
lotted in thofe /hady Realms for the Fuft, the Ge- 
nerous, the Learned, and Wife : But how ground- 
lefs have I found my_ ill-judgzed Expectations ? 
— No fooner had I ditcharged the Stygian Ferry- 
man, than I was taken into Cuftody of two in- 


fernal Catchpolfe, at the Suit of the Heliconian 


Synod, for high Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

“ T was conducted thro’ numberlefs mazy Ways, 
that never had feir the chearful Ray of Sun or 
Moon, til! I arrived at the Gates of the Elyfizx 
Fields. —-Here my firft Attendants delivered me 
into the Hands of two Genii; who. led me into 
the Grand Council Chamber of the Poetick States, 
of which Homer fat as Prefident, Vinci, Vice- 
Prefident; ARistOTLE, Attorney-General , and 
Lonoinus, Sollicitor-General. 

“ The fatal Beggars Opera was there produced. 
MENANDER, TERENCE, and MoLigRE were 
chief Wirne fes againft me ;. their Allegations of my 
infringing on the fundamental. Maxim of all 
Poetry, the blending the Agreeable and Profitable 
together, and the fubtle infinuating Virulence I 
had conveyed, that brought on.a Depravationu of 
Tafte, Corruption of Manners, and Encouragement 
of Levity and Tmmzorality, were fo ftrongly 
afferted, and {0 undeniatly prowd, thar all f 
could fay in my Defence was to no Purpafe. --- 


cc 


Tn vain I offered, that my Performance was ap 


Original in its Kind; that the Songs were beau- 
tiful, eafy, and well adapted to the Tunes. -—- 
Here the Stagyrite, with an Air equal to that 


the Inftructer of the great Alexander, retortec 
that my Plea was an Exaggeration of thy Op ts 
that the Characters reprefented itt it, omZht to 
have beer painted in a Light to give an Abbor, 
rence of them, and not to afford Pteafare, or a 
miftaken Pity for their~juft Punifhment, or 
Incitement to imitate them, from ony Varnifh 
in behalf of their Crimes, which laft mi be 
weak, or ftir up and harden itl-difpofed 
in their Wickednets Mr. Addifon (who was 
always actuated with a good-natured Spirit) was 
pleafed to mention my ys and Fables, as an 
Atonement for the Fault in queftioh ; bat the 
Court unanimoufly agreed they. were not.an. ade. 
quate Compenfation for the Is .f had done; --- 
which the Sollicitor General inlifted were heightened 
by my Pofthumous Indignity done to the Pre- 
fidents Hero ; but this Production: appearing 
after my Departure from your Side of the Globe, 
[ humbly begged the Court would not jook upon 
it as mine; the mufical Part, and other Incon- 
fiftencies, being the Produce of fome Terréftrial 
Friends. --- This Apology, join’d to what Mr, 
Addifon had mentioned in my Favour, prevérited 
the fevere Sentence of my total Exclufion from 
the blifsful Manfions, and’ procured me the Office 
of Affittant to Ariftophanes, one of the Gate- 
keepers to the grand Avemie that opens into: th 
Elyfian Fields, (to which Poft he was adjidged 
for attempting to ridicule the Man whom the 
Delphick Oracle had declared the Wifeft) with 
Permiffion to. enter the Laurel Grove once a 
Week, from which Tam entirely debarred, — 
“ Thus, Sir, you feé I am bereft of all thofe 
flattering Praifes, that, Syren-like, deceived’ me 
in your Orb : Here is no Radiant Dutchefs, or 
Garterd Duke, to fupport my Caufe with a’ fa, 
vourite Smile or enzazing Plaudit; whilft IT am 
only allowed the bare Liberty of fomé ever-ver- 
dant Walks border'd with Ivy, and, a3 a great 
Indulzence,. have Leave to encircle .my ‘Tem 
with a Coronet form’d from fome over-fbort 
Leaves. 
“ Now [have given you an Account of my own 
Station, | nmft acquaint you how my Friend the 
Son 











































































€  Son-of Afculapius bas been ufed fince his Arri- 
“ i} fict®, fot his iftermeddling in the imperfect 
“ Sketch that I had left behind me. The Sox of 
“ Peleus no ft h in 
“ hither; but, with the’ Swiftne(s of an “impetuous 
“ Flame that devours all that oppufes its Paflage, he 
“ flew to the Hall of Parzafian Fuffice, and, with 
2 becothing Vehemence, required immediate Ju- 
“ ftice to be done him, for the Infult given his 
C@hiracter by the Medicinal Delinquent. Upon 
this Complaint, fo, manifeftly juft,. it was, Nez. 
Con. agreéd, ‘my Quondam Intimate fhou’d never 
be admitted into the Beatifick Shades but on pub- 
lick Days, like to thofe appointed to hear Appeals 
in your Houfe of Lords. --- However, in order.to 
make fome Provifion for him; becaufe he had 
done fome good Things in the healing Science, by 
the Intereft of H yapect ates, it was order’d, that 
Application fhould be miade, to get him to be 
Deputy to Francis Rabelais, who tends upon her 
* Sable Highnefs, Proferpine. | Saat 

“ As I have ftated mine, and my Friend’s Cafe, 
let me inform you, that fome Days fihce, one 
of our Couriers from your World, brought with 
him your zew Medley of Mackheath in the Shades. 
-— It was no fooner taid before the Pierian Coun- 
“ cil, but a Mefienger was difpatch’d for me. --- The 
Court ftrenuoufly urged, that this vew Excrefcence 
was a pernicious GERM of the UNNATURAL 
.“ Root { had _firft. planted. ---- However, I had 
the Good Fortune, by a flight Comparifon of our 
“ two Pieces, to fatisfy the hg that the latter 
“was a fpurious degenerate Iffue, a Hydra-Offspring 
“ of the Author’s.own Braiz: By this Means | 
“ was honourably acquitted, but can tell, you, a 
“ Punifhment is preparing for you againft your 
“ Defcent hither, which, by Repentance, you may 
“yet prevent. 


i am, Yours, 


From the Lodge at the 
Great Gate of the Elyfian 
Seats, the 17th Day of the 
Twelfth Month. 


Joun Gay. 


Tuts Letter was fucceeded by the followirg 
one, which comes from a Set of Gentlemen, with 
whom,: I wou’d advife all Authors to be as well ds 
they can. 

7% the Author of the Prompter. 
St Rs 

& “HE Nature of your Office, is, to prompt 
ce T every one who pi make any Wietors on 
« the Stage ; and therefore you are not confin’d only 
€ to the Player who may act ill, but may prompt the 
Author too, who may happen to be out in the Part 
“ he has undertaken. Our prefent Set of Stage- 
“ Writers all want prompting in general; but I very 
“ much doubt if it may be in the Power of any 
“ Prompter it Great Britain to fet them right; for 
“ they are fo. very ignorant of their Parts, that tho” 
“you give them their Cue over and over again, 
“ they don’t know. it when they hear it. 

- © However, it is the Opinion of fome Gentle- 
< men who, are fitting. round me, and dictating this 
“< Epiftle, that it may be worth your while to convey 
a Word or two to an Author who brought a Piece 
“ onthe Stage on Tue/day laft, as there may be fome 
“¢ Hope, after having given him a ‘yan Cue, that 
“© he may mark the Place of his pait Error, and en- 


er heard of his being brought. 


“ deavour for the future to correct it: You wit 


I 


“ foon difcern, that I mean Mr. P--/---pps, whig 
“wrote Macheath in the Spades or Bayes at Psy. 
© naffus; a Title, which, im itfelf, promis’d mueiy 
“4 .. from tHe Vaticty of the Characters, promus’d 
“ mre: Bur tho’ theCharacters were well cho’ 
there was but one only that cou’d be fiid to be to? 
lerably drawn, which was that of Mr. Bayes 
Macheath made but an indifferent Figure, and the 
Author, by this, may fee how difficult’ a Thinz ij; 
to fupport a Humour with Spirit, which has bee, 
the Inventiorr ‘of ‘another ; for tho” he has given 
the Caprain his Ladies, and conzrafted~ him Wh 
Alexander, yet the Copy is too faint to ftrike with 
Pleafure: The Spectator immediately thinks of the 
Original, and fees, that the mafterly Hand who 
drew that, will require a very mafterly Hand to 
imitate it. 
* THE Intimacy between Peachum and Sejarus 
and Mat o Mint and Cardinal Wolfey, Mrs. Slr: 
mekin anc Cleopatra, was a pretty Thought cnough, 
‘ but the Characters were not drawn ftrong enough 
“ to-miark, and: where Burlefaue woud have had 2 
“ good Effect, the Author, [ think, made them talk 
© too ferious, which, on the Reprefenration, occa, 
“ fioned the Scenes to feem heavy ; which, by 
“¢ keeping up a Laugh, might have been very enter- 
“ taining. res 
“ THE Things that we defire you to. prompr 
this Author in, are, Not ro Imitate, in Pieces of 
Humour, at the peculiar Talent of another's but 
as he feems to have a good deal. of his ‘oway to 
ftrike out from his own .Vein fomething new’s. 
“ ‘That perfonal_ Satire, which, in Bajes’s' Parc, he has 
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frequently run into, is not proper for th 
wit Words Pic 


: and that, .tho’ coupling the Pecks 
€ Ped 


and Statefiman, may produce a.Clap,..a Mano 


. True Wit wou’d be above having Recourfe to fo 
i¢ . ; 


mean an Artifice of obtaining it. _ 

“ Tus, Sir, with your own Obfervations on that 
Piece, wou’d peculiarly oblige a Knot of Criticks, 
who, to a Man, are, Sir, | 


Your humble Servants, 


‘ 


Hatry Cat-call, J. Oaken-ftaf, 
Dick Quail-pipe, gc. 


Frovz under the Clock at Dick’s 
Coffee-houfe, Temple-Bar. 





- I am almoft afhamed to own, I have not feert the 
Piece refetred to in thefe Letters, happening to- be 
engaged the firft Evening of its Repretentation, ‘fice 
which it has not been performed. — I fhould not plead 
Guilty to fuch a Neglect of Duty, without giving a 
Reafon for it, that might excufe me; but as it has 
nothing in common with my Readers, I flatter my- 
felf I fkall be indulged in this firf{Omifion. __ 

Tus Letter has furnifhed me with an Opportu- 
nity of cofifideting a Character, which has made a 
great Noife itt the World, without being ever trul 
underftood, or juftly drawn: I mean that of 
TEMPLER. But, as F will not undertake to defcribe 
fuch a Character, without being perfectly acquainted 
with it, I hereby give a general Invitation to all 
Gentlemen living in the Temple, aid, in particular, 
to my Correfpondents at Dick’s Coffee-houle, to fend 
me iuch Hints with refpeét to the Character, as 
they may think neceffary to the well-drawing of it. 

P + 


all 
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